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Building Sustainable Peace: Breaking the Cyele of Violence and Inequity

The December tsunamis have taken the scales from our eves. It is clear beyond the
shadow of a doubt, from the multiple crises they hurled at the world, that meeting critical
human needs now and attending to the ravages o Earth are imperatives for all of us. Not
just the needs of the homeless and devastated in South Asia, but the millions who die from
the "tsunamis” of HIV-AIDS, tberculosis, and malaria that assail Africa and, indeed, all
continents, each and every week: not just the devastation of coastlines in Asia, but the

. stripping of tropical and temperate forests, the pollution of land, air, and water, the wasting

: of the [uture by the hardships of poverly imposed by structural adjustment programs and
market hyper-capitalism, and war: these are the woes that women must ery out with one
voice to have addressed.

Five vears into the 21st century, our concemns are graver than ever, as is the threat to
global security in the wake of the events of 11 September 2001, with an endless "war on
terror," escalation of militarism, nuclear proliferation, abandonment of major UN
international treaties, corporatism, religious fundamentalism, and the exireme warning
signs of global ecosystem collapse.

All of these disturbances reveal the scope of insecurities and complex emergencies
facing humankind. But the tsunamis of 26 December 2004 in the Indian Ocean placed
insecurity and chaotic patterns squarely in the global psyche. They must be addressed.

The violence, insecurity, and loss of human rights accompanying war, economic
failure, ecological collapse, and failed states intensify the many concerns underlying the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Mid-term reviews and the present review
process indicate that many of the recommendations addressing the dire concerns of women
{especially the violence and threats women face in conflict) have not been adequately
addressed and therefore must remain high on the global agenda.

The unacceptably slow pace of improvements and the partial breakdown of UN
processes make it imperative to have overarching strategies to address the flawed
paradigms and policies that prevail despite their failures. In order to advance social justice,
democracy, and human rights, especially those of women, and to end the scourge of war,
committed energetic leadership is required. A working paper for NGOs, Beijing + 10
Review: A Feminist Strategy for 2004-05 (prepared through a consultation process by the
Center for Global Women's Leadership) states: "In order to move forward, feminists need
to take back the initiative, re-insert patriarchy into the equation, and address the
overarching challenges posed by neoliberal globalization, militarism, and fundamentalisms
that threaten the gains made for women's rights." Certainly, women must take their place
on the global stage to shape global governance and international agendas. For too many
years empty promises and hollow exhortations have filled the diplomatic and political
airways while the pathways to a better world remain a difficult road to traverse.

In the wake of the misery and destruction from the tsunamis, millions of people
around the world are responding with compassion and generosity. This crisis is an
opportunity for the world’s leaders and civil society to discern the root causes of global
insecurity and the need for a new approach.

Breaking the cycle of violence and inequity

It is time to reframe the way we see the world, to adopt systemic thinking, to
empathize, to imagine what it is like to be in someone else’s shoes, if they have them.

It 15 time to bring the new realities of an interrelated world mto our view, and to
make personal and professional decisions that will transmute failures into sustainahle
gains.







