Statement to the United Nations Commission on the Status
of Women, 48th Session, 1-12 March 2004

On thematic issue: Women's equal participation in conflict prevention,
management and conflict resolution and in post-conflict peace-building.

"Toward Delegitimizing War"

We the peoples of the United Nations determined to save succeeding generations
Jfrom the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to
mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth
of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and
small, and to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations
arising from ireaties and other sources of international law can be maintained,
and...for these ends...that armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest
...have resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish this aim....
Preamble to the United Nations Charter
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Toward Delegitimizing War

“You must do the thing you think you can not do.”"(Eleanor Roosevelt) It is an outrage
that the 20" century saw more people killed in wars than all previously recorded time
had. An outrage that now the vast majority of those killed in war are civilians, indeed,
women and children. An outrage that the crises of Earth — air, water, lands, forests — the

- poverty gap, the AIDS pandemic cry out to be addressed, but resources pour instead into
war and militarism. And the ever-increasing lethality of weapons in this century is such
that women and children and other living things cannot afford war any more. Now is the
time to turn back

War must be rejected as a legitimate instrument to resolve disputes. The global
community is increasingly concerned about the escalation of use of force and about

the legitimization of war. Not only was a high percentage of civil society opposed to the
latest US led invasion of Iraq, but also the vast majority of member states of the UN
General Assembly.

What makes this voice unique is that it reflects a larger, far more fundamental concern
than the apparent illegality of this specific military intervention. The multiplicity of
demonstrators across ethnic and country borders, opposition from member states, and the
surge in peace activism since last fall, in fact, represent a general opposition to resort to
the means of war for solving interstate conflict. When the anti-war concerns of the
international community were ignored, the sentiment that under no circumstances should
war be legal crystallized. There was increasing concern that even if the UN Security
Council had endorsed the military invasion of Irag, the invasion still would not be
legitimate.

This concern has also created a renewed interest in the efficiency of existing structures
and the rationale behind specific international norms of conduct, in the need to respect
Chapter VI of the UN Charter, in a greater role for the International Court of Justice and
in respect for the rule of international law.

We are at a crossroads: The redefinition of “self-defence” under Article 51 of the UN
Charter to legitimize war in Afghanistan and subsequent unilateral assertions of a right of
pre-emptive/ preventive attack have created the increased potential of escalating war. The
stage is set for states to use such policies to legitimize military interventions. Pre-
emptive aggression could be the future. Or, efforts of citizens and member states of

the UN could, through the UN, be directed toward delegitimizing the cause of suffering
and destruction.

“The notion that war is legitimate is sustained by the insistence of states that they must
have substantial levels of military forces and weapons,” according to renowned peace
researcher Anatol Rapoport. The world is in especially grave peril when the development
of nuclear weapons continues to be a sinister focus of military industries. An estimated







