Space weaponization: killing the human spirit
by Phyllis Creighton
 
"Sit, Jessica: look, how the floor of heaven 
 Is thick inlaid with patines of bright gold"
 (Shakespeare, The merchant of Venice, Act 5, sc.1)
 
Under the soaring dome of the sky, the Big Dipper, the luminiscent evening star, the myriad  tiny sparkles splashed across the heavens, I am caught up in wonder and awe. We touch eternity and infinity in the vastness of space. Peace, serenity,  fear at the smallness and fragility of Earth and life, a sense of realities too huge to be grasped: have such feelings tumbled in on you under the spangled heavens? Canada, land of the north, is lakes and wilderness for escape from cities, where the relentless glow of lights clouds the sky, shrouding its beauty. Remember the enchantment of Northern Lights, the ever shifting hues a veil of mystery dancing across the heavens? When you were a child, did you lie on hillsides, docks, beaches, or paddle a canoe through dark  waters shining with rippled silver pennies from the moon, filled with the wonder and mystery of space stretching as far as eye could see? Then you know where humanity fits -- as part of the web of life, dependent on the wondrous creation that is Earth, in a universe far beyond our ken.  
 
Imagination flies upwards, free as a bird. Space has been the realm of fantasies and dreams, of new imaginings, mystery, and undiscovered possibilities, ever since humans first walked the earth. With accelerating skill the 20th century brought, through space, global interconnection, telecommunications a huge leap forward towards a new, linked human future. The cell phone, the internet, television, are weaving one human society around the globe. Global positioning technology, another milestone, can change our lives for the better. 
 
But what if the future is the doom and destruction of science fiction? What if the hopes of nations, signed and sealed in the Outer Space Treaty in 1967 -- a covenant to keep space a shared global commons,  its exploration and use for peaceful purposes, with weapons of mass destruction, as well as military bases, installations, fortifications, weapons testing, and military manoeuvres forbidden  -- should prove vain?
 
The United States Space Command's aim to be Masters of Space would put an end to the human dream of free imaginings and endless possibilities. It plans to fill the heavens with death engines capable of killing anyone anywhere on earth. Fighting from and in space, as it intends to do, is not just another level of human warring, not a mere natural progression as military strategists glibly suggest. Imagine looking up, knowing that at any moment utter destruction might be rained down on you from on high with pushbutton ease. The arsenal set out in the U.S. Air Force Transformation Flight Plan (AFTFP) in November 2003 stirs fears of Armageddon: space-based laser strike weapons, kinetic kill vehicles, tungsten hypervelocity rod bundles -- God's rods to hurtle down from orbiting platforms. Feel the fear that would never let up, death hovering, waiting, preying. The unseen destroyer of lives, societies, and our futures relentlessly orbiting, orbiting. Or perhaps unseen means -- radiated energy beamed into the ionosphere by the electronic transmitters of HAARP (the US High-Frequency Active Auroral Project)  -- will transit the heavens to manipulate weather,  triggering violent storms, volcanic eruptions, or earthquakes for us, on Earth.
 
USSPACCOM's project -- to fight wars in and through space, wielding space force for global dominance, to protect US interests in the face of the unruliness of regions and people made poor by the greed of the affluent -- is utterly malevolent. Can anyone with a shred of humanity read its Vision for 2020 without gasping in horror and disbelief at the evil it proposes? The vision persists not only in its subsequent Long Range Plan and AFTFP, but is taking visible shape through budget support for US Missile Defense Agency R and D. 
 
The military might of many nations in the 20th Century devastated Earth and snuffed out 110 million human souls, three times as many as were killed in all the wars from the year 1 AD. The environmental impacts of war and militarization, as set out in the recent study undertaken by Physicians for Global Survival, are vast, grave, unremedied, even irremediable (depleted uranium particles lasting, toxic, forever). Having rampaged over Earth, degrading our habitat with barbarous violence, why would we tolerate the proposition that such violence be exported to defile the heavens?
 
Horror and shock: feel it! It is an intolerable outrage to propose recreating in space what has ruined life in so many places at so many times on Earth. Has history taught us nothing? War and weapons destroy. Weapons make war possible. The evil genius of technology brought us from the machine guns invented in World War I to today's nuclear weapons so devastating they make those that turned Hiroshima and Nagasaki into a living hell on Earth look like firecrackers. Far from ending strife and war, they now stand, on launch-on-warning, in both the US and Russia, ready to trigger omnicide. Peace and human flourishing will never come through weapons -- not on Earth, and even more certainly, not in space, where the processes of launching by supercomputers would be  subject to the rule that all technology eventually fails. 
In the name of reason, cry out "Stop!" Einstein, confronting in 1955 the possibility that everything achieved by civilization might be wiped out by the unleashed power of nuclear weapons, pleaded "Remember your humanity and forget the rest." There is nothing inevitable in space weapons except the certainty that they will pinion the human spirit and body with force that none should propose or seek who care about human flourishing, freedom, and rights.  A perpetual shadow of violence and destruction hovering over all the Earth: this is no future for tomorrow's children. We must take responsibility now for keeping Earth and the web of life from the curse of space weaponization. We must achieve an enforceable treaty ban on space weapons, a ban that every nation in the world -- save the United States, Israel, and the Federated States of Micronesia -- has shown, at the United Nations, it supports. "Another world is possible": the other superpower -- people around the globe -- can and must create it.
 

