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Speaking Notes:

1. A Global Water Perspective with reference to the United Nations World Water Assessment Programme and the World Water Development Reports.
2. Basic Principles:

· Equity – we live in an unfair world leading to jealousy and social unrest

· Environmental sustainability – the need to preserve natural ecosystems as a fundamental basis for human well-being and prosperity.

3. Addressing Peace and Harmony through:
· Basic human well-being – water for health and food security

· Economic development – water for energy and industry

· Social development – water for schools and hospitals

· Security from water hazards – floods, droughts and pollution

· Good governance – involving the attitudes of people (culture and religion), effective legislation, institutions and financial instruments

· Environmental sustainability

4. The Millennium Development Goals in support of peace and harmony

· All the goals are, to a greater or lesser degree, water-related

· Most deal with health, social or environmental issues

· Issues of economic development and security from natural disasters are not explicitly included in the MDGs
5. Water crossing administrative boundaries as a challenge to peace and harmony

· Challenges from the very local through provincial levels to national and international levels

· Particular problems in Africa

· National challenges for Canada

6. The issues of corruption, human right to water and a value framework will come up within the discussion period

7. Translation to the Canadian context

· The need to consider people first – those elements of society at greatest risk of water deprivation

· The need to consider economic development
· The need to preserve the natural environment

All of the above relate to water for peace, harmony, human well-being and prosperity
The World Water Development Report (Second Issue) can be found at:

www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr/wwdr2/
 Click on Full Report, Executive Summary or Educational Poster
Gordon Young: gordonyoung_wwap@yahoo.com 
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