BACKGROUNDER
THE GLOBAL ISSUES PROJECT EXPERT ROUNDTABLE ON WATER NOVEMBER 8 & 9, 2008


Canada’s resource economy demands major water usage, particularly for electric power and fossil fuel production.  Water-intensive industries cover a spectrum ranging from pulp and paper to extraction of oil sands; thereby Canada has a virtual export of water.  Mining not only uses water but is particularly noted for water pollution.  Irrigation for food crops uses groundwater, where levels are known to be decreasing, or acquires water from glacier-fed rivers where flow decreases year after year.  Public water systems supply water and treat wastewater at increasing energy cost.  Leaks in worn-out infrastructure waste up to 30% of treated water.  Canada appears to be well-endowed with water, but in several regions of Canada the situation is quite the opposite.  Most of Canada’s water is non-renewable and many of Canada’s rivers flow north and are inaccessible to southern populations.  Renewable water is that which is replaced by annual precipitation – many regions fail this sustainability test.  Canada has no comprehensive policy guidelines; its current federal water policy originated in the 1980s, and development of a national water strategy is severely behind schedule. At the same time, Canadian governments have allowed their in-house scientific and policy expertise on water to decline, so that they may have little capability to deal with the myriad water crises that are pending in Canada.  Canadian water issues overlap international water issues, and we aim to enable a useful cross-fertilization of ideas.

The Water Issues Expert Roundtable emphasizes dialogue between accomplished professionals, each of whom has in-depth expertise on water issues, about ways to manage international and national water problems.  We will prioritize actions and strategic planning for a spectrum of freshwater issues, anticipating potential crises, with the intent to avoid them through action that can be taken now.   The planned follow-up is to be carried out by the volunteer follow-up team, made up of water experts, and concerned citizens who are members of the sponsoring NGOs – Science for Peace and Canadian Pugwash. 
We are very proud of our list of speakers, as it includes many well-known experts [list appended].    Virtually all the speakers have international experience but four of them (McKay, Mendis, Young,  and Zohar) will intentionally bring progressive ideas from international sources.  ALL SPEAKERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR MEDIA INTERVIEWS.  Press representatives may attend the expert roundtable, with prior notice to the roundtable contacts, if willing to commit to attending the entire event. 
CONTACT: Dr. Adele Buckley 
TEL:416 491 9307  MOBILE:  647 866 5214 mail@pugwashgroup.ca
CONTACT: Dr. Derek Paul  TEL:  416 532 6440
